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Book Study #17 ACTS (notes) Acts 18:18 — 19:41

Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos — Paul in Ephesus — The Riot in Ephesus

Priscilla, Aquila, and Apollos (Acts 18:18-28)

Two of Paul's well-known converts were Priscilla and Aquila, a couple who are also mentioned in Romans
16:3; 1 Cor. 16:19; and 2 Tim. 4:19. Aquila and Priscilla went with Paul to Ephesus where they met
Apollos who spoke powerfully of the coming Messiah. Apollos had known only about the ministry of John
the Baptist, and had not yet heard the full Gospel. Rather than speaking up publicly, the quiet Priscilla
and Aquila invited him home, and explained the Gospel "more adequately." This sensitive and loving
instruction quickly won the open Apollos, who went on to become a powerful witness and evangelist.

Is there a modern role for miracles in evangelism? (Acts 19:1-22)
Luke's report of Paul's arrival in Ephesus makes several references to the supernatural.

First (Acts 19:1-7) he tells of Paul's meeting with "some disciples" whom Paul asked about receiving the
Holy Spirit. These men had not even heard of the Holy Spirit. As Paul probed further, he discovered that
they knew only of John's ministry announcing the Messiah was at hand. It was "John's baptism" (as a sign
of repentance) rather than Christian baptism (as a sign of faith in and union with Christ) that they had
received. Paul shared the Gospel message, and the men immediately responded. The Holy Spirit "came
on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied."

If we analyze this and other incidents reported in Acts we note that not every reference to filling by the

Spirit and not every reference to conversion tells of speaking in tongues. In the three cases which do
speak of it, this experience seems to have served as a special sign to Jews.

Chart: Speaking in Tongues in Acts

PASSAGE TONGUES- AUDIENCE RELATED TO PURPOSE
SPEAKERS SALVATION

Acts 2:1-4 The 12 Apostles | Unsaved Jews After salvation To validate (for Jews)
and others the fulfillment of Joel 2

Acts 10:44-47 | Gentiles Saved Jews (Peter and | The same time as | To validate (for Jews)
(Cornelius and others) who doubted salvation God's acceptance of
his household) | God's plan Gentiles

Acts 19:1-7 About 12 Old Jews who needed con- | The same time as | To validate (for Jews)
Testament firmation of the salvation Paul's message
believers message

This does not prove or disprove any modern view about speaking in tongues. But it does suggest that
while that experience was real, it had a special purpose in New Testament times and was not always
associated with evangelistic ministry.
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But Luke went on immediately to tell of "extraordinary miracles" that God did through Paul in Ephesus
(Acts 19:8-22). Clearly in Ephesus miracles were associated with missions. But just as clearly this was
"extraordinary" (Acts 19:11) rather than the normal course of events. Acts mentions miracles in other
missions settings (Acts 13:9-11; Acts 14:3, 8-10; Acts 16:18). Yet in other cities where the apostle spent
varying amounts of time, such as Pisidian Antioch, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, and Corinth, there is no
mention of miracles. What conclusions are we to draw?

There are helpful hints here in Acts 19. The passage tells of seven sons of a Jewish priest who were
apparently exorcists who tried to cast out an evil spirit using Jesus' name in a magical way. The demon-
possessed man beat and stripped all seven! The demonic activity this suggests was very likely stimulated
by the devotion of many in Ephesus to occult practices. Many who were now Christians had been
involved in such evil, and those who had practiced sorcery publicly burned books of magic worth in our
day some $2.5 million! In a city where Satan had gained a foothold and the supernatural was a
dominating theme, God's Spirit performed miracles that demonstrated Jesus' power over supernatural
powers!

In cities like Athens, where the orientation was to the philosophical, there are no miracles reported, but
Paul's presentation of the Gospel was tailored to the speculative bent of his listeners. This may provide
us with our principle. The Gospel confronts human beings where they are. Where there is demonism and
sorcery, the Holy Spirit may act to demonstrate the lordship of Jesus. Where there is moral and mental
darkness, the Spirit may act through the holy lives of God's people and the simple message of the Gospel
to demonstrate that in Jesus there is a better way.

How are Christians to confront evils in society? (Acts 19:23-41)

The temple of Artemis in Ephesus was one of the ancient world's wonders. It was the very center of the
city's life, for the temple served not only as a worship center but as a bank, to which not only individuals
but nations came for loans. The idol representing the goddess had been shaped from a meteorite (Acts
19:35), and silver medals and miniatures sold there were critical to the area's economy.

When Paul brought the Gospel to this city and its surrounding area he did not attack Artemis directly.
The city clerk testified that the Christians "neither robbed temples nor blasphemed our goddess" (Acts
19:37).

What the missionaries did do was to confront the assumptions that lay at the root of idolatry. Paul
presented no man-made god, but the God who made men. He told not of a lifeless lump of metal, but a
living Person who came from heaven and who, resurrected after His death for our sins, returned there.
The message and the power of the living Saviour themselves revealed the emptiness of idolatry. The
result of the positive presentation of Christian truth was to discredit the false!

What an exciting concept. We do need to confront evils. But not by railing against them so much as by
positive affirmation of Christian truth.
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