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Book Study #4  JOHN              John 1:35-51   Jesus’ First Disciples 
 

 

Before We Begin...check the original map... 
 

 

Let’s get in gear... 
a.  How would you feel if a good friend  
abandoned your friendship in favor  
of someone else? 
b.  Also, why are people today skeptical? 

 
 

Exploration...   
 

1. What did John’s disciples do when John identified Jesus? 

(1:37) 

2. What was the first thing Andrew did after he had 

followed Jesus? (1:40) 

3. Who was Andrew’s brother? (1:40) 

4. What did Andrew tell his brother about Jesus?  

5. How did Philip respond to Jesus’ invitation? (1:44-46) 

6. Why was Nathanael skeptical that Philip had found the 

Messiah? (1:46) 

7. What convinced Nathanael that Jesus was the Son of 

God? (1:47-50) 

 
8. Who is the “Son of Man?”  

*For more about the “Son of Man”  
see the attached question and answer 
section at the end of this lesson. 

 

Discovery and Revelation...  Your thoughts and 
words. 

 
9.  What does it mean to 
follow Jesus? 
10. What hinders us from 
following Jesus? 
11.  What must we leave to follow Jesus?  
12.  What change in your daily routine would enable you to follow 
Jesus better? 
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http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A37
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A40
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A40
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A44-46
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A46
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A47-50
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Question:  What does it mean that Jesus is the Son of Man? 
 
Answer: Jesus is referred to as the “Son of Man” 88 times in the New Testament. A first meaning of 
the phrase “Son of Man” is as a reference to the prophecy of Daniel 7:13-14, “In my vision at night I 
looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and 
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” 
The description “Son of Man” was a Messianic title. Jesus is the One who was given dominion and 
glory and a kingdom. When Jesus used this phrase, He was assigning the Son of Man prophecy to 
Himself. The Jews of that era would have been intimately familiar with the phrase and to whom it 
referred. Jesus was proclaiming Himself as the Messiah. 
 
 
A second meaning of the phrase “Son of Man” is that Jesus was truly a human being. God called the 
prophet Ezekiel “son of man” 93 times. God was simply calling Ezekiel a human being. A son of a man 
is a man. Jesus was fully God (John 1:1), but He was also a human being (John 1:14). First John 4:2 
tells us, “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God.” Yes, Jesus was the Son of God—He was in His essence God. 
Yes, Jesus was also the Son of Man—He was in His essence a human being. In summary, the phrase 
“Son of Man” indicates that Jesus is the Messiah and that He is truly a human being. 
 
 
Recommended Resource: Jesus: The Greatest Life of All by Charles Swindoll. 
 
Resource:  Biblia.com, a part of a family of services from Logos Bible Software offering free access to a collection of Bibles 
and Bible reference works. 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Daniel%207.13-14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/First%20John%204.2
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=901902

