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I e - I will give it to you: come with us, and we will do you good...”
. -- Numbers 10:29

Book Study — Matthew 5:43 — 6:15

Love for Enemies — Giving to the Needy — Prayer

Before We Begin Our Journey...

1. What character quality more than any other says to the world, "This person is a Christian"?
2. What would you do if you discovered that a long-lost relative had left you a million dollars?

3. What role did prayer play in your family’s life when you were growing up?

Do Some Digging and Pre-planning...

. How did Jesus say we ought to treat our enemies? (5:44) Your Notes:

. How does God treat evil and good people in the same way? (5:45)

. What specific motives did Jesus warn against? (6:1)
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6. What’s going on here? Who has set an example for us? (5:46-48)
7
8. What style of giving did Jesus command us to adopt? (6:3-4)
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. What happens to those who give as Jesus told us to give? (6:4)
10. What name did Jesus call people who pray for show? Why? (6:5)

11. How did Jesus command His followers to pray? (6:6)

12. What type of reward will humility in prayer bring? (6:6)

Sort, Organize, Gain Understanding...

13. God does exhibit grace and mercy to individuals, so why is it
difficult for us to be like Him?

14. Are you actually able to pray for your “enemies?” How is that?

15. Do Christians need to be more secretive in their giving?

16. What is difficult about giving secretly?

17. What could you do to ensure that your giving is not done for show?

18. Jesus commands us to pray in secret. What, then, is the value of
public prayer?

19. What happens to your mind & your prayer when you pray in public?

Application for the Journey...

20. What are the ways you can show love today to someone you dislike?

21. What changes do you need to make in your prayer life?

A prayer for your journey... “Lord Jesus, as I walk through this coming week, help me prepare for my
Jjourney by reading my Bible more regularly, seeking help as I need it from my Christian friends and
Jocusing on the needs of others instead of myself.” -Amen
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Prayer...

...Is the conversation of the soul with God, not in contemplation or meditation, but in direct
address to him. Prayer may be oral or mental, occasional or constant, spontaneous or formal.
It is a "beseeching the Lord" (Ex 32:11); "pouring out the soul before the Lord" (1 Sam 1:15);
“praying and crying to heaven" (2 Chron 32:20); "seeking unto God and making supplication”
(Job 8:5); "drawing near to God" (Ps 73:28); "bowing the knees" (Eph 3:14).

Prayer presupposes a belief in the personality of God, his ability and willingness to hold
conversation with us, his personal control of all things and of all his creatures and all their
actions.

Acceptable prayer must be sincere (Heb 10:22), offered with reverence and godly fear,
with a humble sense of our own insignificance as creatures and of our own unworthiness as
sinners, with earnest importunity, and with unhesitating submission to the divine will. Prayer
must also be offered in the faith that God is, and is the hearer and answerer of prayer, and
that he will fulfill his word, "Ask, and ye shall receive” (Matt 7:7,8; 21:22; Mark 11:24; John
14:13,14), and in the name of Christ (16:23,24; 15:16; Eph 2:18; 5:20; Col 3:17; 1 Peter 2:5).

Prayer is of different kinds, secret (Matt 6:6); social, as family prayers, and in social
worship; and public, in the service of the sanctuary.

Intercessory prayer is enjoined (Num 6:23; Job 42:8; Isa 62:6; Ps 122:6; 1 Tim 2:1; James
5:14), and there are many instances on record of answers having been given to such prayers,
e.g., of Abraham (Gen 17:18,20; 18:23-32; 20:7,17,18), of Moses for Pharaoh (Ex
8:12,13,30,31; 9:33), for the Israelites (Ex 17:11,13; 32:11-14,31-34; Num 21:7,8; Deut
9:18,19,25), for Miriam (Num 12:13), for Aaron (Deut 9:20), of Samuel (1 Sam 7:5-12), of
Solomon (1 Kings 8; 2 Chron 6:1), Elijah (1 Kings 17:20-23), Elisha (2 Kings 4:33-36), Isaiah (2
Kings 19), (42:2-10), Peter (Acts 9:40), the church (12:5-12), Paul (28:8).

No rules are anywhere in Scripture laid down for the manner of prayer or the attitude to
be assumed by the suppliant. There is mention made of kneeling in prayer (1 Kings 8:54; 2
Chron 6:13; Ps 95:6; Isa 45:23; Luke 22:41; Acts 7:60; 9:40; Eph 3:14, etc.); of bowing and
falling prostrate (Gen 24:26,52; Ex 4:31; 12:27; Matt 26:39; Mark 14:35, etc.); of spreading
out the hands (1 Kings 8:22,38,54; Ps 28:2; 63:4; 88:9; 1 Tim 2:8, etc.); and of standing (1
Sam 1:26; 1 Kings 8:14,55; 2 Chron 20:9; Mark 11:25; Luke 18:11,13).

If we except (not include) the "Lord's Prayer” (Matt 6:9-13), which is, however, rather a
model or pattern of prayer than a set prayer to be offered up, we have no special form of
prayer for general use given us in Scripture.

Prayer is frequently enjoined in Scripture (Ex 22:23,27; 1 Kings 3:5; 2 Chron 7:14; Ps 37:4;
Isa 55:6; Joel 2:32; Ezek 36:37, etc.), and we have very many testimonies that it has been
answered (Ps 3:4; 4:1; 6:8; 18:6; 28:6; 30:2; 34:4; 118:5; James 5:16-18, etc.).




