-- Numbers 10:29

Th [J%>U R N EYM EN “We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said,
e : : 2 I will give it to you: come with us, and we will do you good...”

WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO JOSEPH?

1. We know very little about the years of Jesus prior to His public ministry. The gospels are without notation
of any childhood events beyond Christ's birth except one reference that is found in Luke. It is the very last time
that Joseph, the adoptive father of Jesus, is ever mentioned.
Luke 2:41 reads:
" ... After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When
his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, 'Son, why have you treated us like this?
Your father and | have been anxiously searching for you.' 'Why were you searching for me?' he asked. 'Didn't
you know | had to be in my Father's house?' But they did not understand what he was saying to them...

It is supposed that Joseph, the father of Jesus, died during the quiet years of Jesus' life. We do know that he
trained Jesus in his trade, as that of a carpenter. We do know that Joseph and Mary had children after Jesus
was born: James, Joses, Simon, and others (Judas).

The last reference about Joseph in Luke confirms that Joseph was a devout follower of the customs of his
religion with his observance of Passover. It implies that Joseph made certain of good spiritual training for the
children in his family. Joseph proved his integrity and willingness to be obedient to God's direction and
guidance.

2. The foster-father of our Lord (Matt 1:16; Luke 3:23). He lived at Nazareth in Galilee (Luke 2:4). He is called
a "just man." He was by trade a carpenter (Matt 13:55). He is last mentioned in connection with the journey
to Jerusalem, when Jesus was twelve years old. It is probable that he died before Jesus entered on his public
ministry. This is concluded from the fact that Mary only was present at the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee.

His name does not appear in connection with the scenes of the crucifixion along with that of Mary (q.v.),
John 19:25.

3. Son of Heli, and reputed father of Jesus Christ. All that is told us of Joseph in the New Testament may be
summed up in a few words. He was a just man, and of the house and lineage of David. He lived at Nazareth in
Galilee. He espoused Mary, the daughter and heir of his uncle Jacob,a nd before he took her home as his wife
received the angelic communication recorded in Matt 1:20. When Jesus was twelve years old Joseph and
Mary took him with them to keep the passover at Jerusalem, and when they returned to Nazareth he
continued to acct as a father to the child Jesus, and was reputed to be so indeed. But here our knowledge of
Joseph ends. That he died before our Lord's crucifixion is indeed tolerably certain, by what is related John
19:27, and perhaps Mark 6:3, may imply that he was then dead. But where, when or how he died we know
no t.
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